ForMarch 2022 CHIRP
Wisps from the Cloud Forest Goodbye winter,Hello spring!

By Jane A. Lyons

The normabattern at Rserva Las Gralarias (RL@&)that bymid-FelruaryearlyMarchthealtitudinal
migréory birds have returned to neshile the northernneotrgical migrants such asl&ckburnian
Warbler, Swainsoh s T hrd Bsadhwinged Hawkare stillvacationirg on the reserve. We now know
thatwe havethree individual Broadvinged Hawls overwintering at RLG plus, asracent birder said,
overy manydBlackburniansiow in their primebrilliant, breeding season plumagenfortunately the
numbers of neobpical migranpasserineseerhave dedined sgnificantly over the years iour entire

area so we assume that is due to loweédxdingsucces®f migrant passerirsgn thar summer breding
habitat

One of our(at leastthree overwintering individuals &@roadwinged Havk heard and seen ali
elevations at RLG. Photo by Miton Delgado



| always wonder Wy the breeding season migrants show ughéfirst half of February since it is still
verywintry, andspring seems a long time awayutiby early Marclour three species of grant
hummingbirds the Lesser Viakearbeingfirst to arrive @aound 10 Februarthen by theend d March
theBrown and Sparkhg Violetears, as well a€rested Quetzarriving - all canclaim they were correct
as Mard does in facbrings usspringtime It begins, then ends, then begins again, then endséagaine n
slowly we noe sunny warm mornings and less rainfallle beginto see lizards anbutterfliessunning
birdssoaring and swiftswittering overhead

Left: Barred Hhwk Right Brown Violetear
Photosby Milton Delgado

Normally seen and heaflying highoverheadin Marchtwo Barred Hawk were observedrchedn
different Dnes of the reservalidespread but in small numbetss impressive liteo was seen perched
justabovemy car. Perhaps they willestat RLG?



Our earlierwinter nesters include most of the larger species such as Powerful Woodpecker and Plate
billed MountainToucanwhich by March aramostlyfinished caring fotheir recentoffspring The
toucans are now just hanging around our banamgefeenjoying their turn at vacation.

Photo by Milton Delgado

By March he springtimenesting birds begia frantic search fahe perfectmoss for their nests
seemingly aware that drier weatherddess moss) is on the wago they must hurry This year wehave
beensurroundedy two speiesin different genera oéxpert nesbuilders both abundant and widespread
but dependent caspecifichabitat typei.e.,with plenty d nestworthy moss numeousGray-breasted
WoodWren (Henicorhina leucophry) which have nested along our wakys for many yearand now
alsoa clan ofSepiabrown(or Sharped )aNren (Cinnycerthia olivascenslso nestinground our patios
and curretly on their third nest

The woodwrensbuild their nestas apair, male and femaleorking togetherdrgping moss on a branch
and eventually adding thveell-hiddennest chamber belowThey scurryaround in the undergrowth much
like micethen zip upo their nest sitat about 22 m high Thepairis quite atentive to the nest and
nestings, butwhile at the nesall aresocompletelyquiet that | almost always think timestmust be

empty until during ane late afternoon the youmgll fledge and scattesverywhere noisily, giving the



parents immense cause famcernas they chattdoudly to collect their youngacktogetherandquickly
disappear ito the undergrarth.

Adult Gray-breasted WoodVren in our garden

The SepiabrownWren Sharpe'sVren) (Cinnycerthia olivascensesting regime iguite different The
males call very loudly and iessantly at 6.30am.Thisis their 6 c -tolwbrkdafter which a group of some

5 individuals joirs the leadeand headtowardther current buildingproject | call them thdibuilding

crewd. Eachindividual collectsthe perfecmossor stick orleaf, and the carefully, making no roise one
individual wrenat a time willzoomup abng the tree tmk or snealquickly along nearby vegetatido

the top of their nest, insdrt the appropate placethe moss or leaf it is carryingnd then will drop down
and flit away as the nektdividual flies up and does the saménth They also rob old woedren nests

of almost all the nest material and insert that into their. nBisébuilding crewd Best endsip being the

size of abasketballnot perfectly round but a rather larggiarishstructure made of dark moss and
looking like just a big blob of mossThere isa barely veible nest hoé which leads to the actual nest
chambemat the bottom of the nesAfter about an hour ahorningconstructiorwork, thebuilding crew
heads out to faband theris called back by the foreman around noon to work more @emgst. They
actally constructwo nestsat once Some saythatone is adummy' nestbut | find it hard to think these
birds would waste so much eff on building two nests and think perhaps one is where the construction
crew stays at night or perbafs even for a second femalemaybevisiting relatives Once the eggs are
laid and the female incubates thesalect individualsbecomethe feeding crewagain, se&ing quickly
through the vegetatiomne at a timéaking foodinto the nest These impressive nests dmdilt in fairly
openvegetatiorbetween 25 m above the groundsuch cooperativerbeding pecies are known among
manyfamiliesof birds and in many cases the helpers at the nest are in fact offspring from previous years.

Wrensin generabreknown assuperb singers andanicnest luilders and Sepidrown Wrens are prime
examplesf both. This Sepiabrown Wren (below) iseen irits favorite mossy habitagyeing which
clump of mosgo carry to thegrou®d sestandanother onesiperched briefly nexttoitslanb s nest .
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